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The majority of funding and attention being directed 
towards cities and agricultural areas. FUTURAL aims to 
bridge this gap FUTURAL also pushes the frontiers of 
policy measures tailor-made for rural areas.

1. Design, test, and implement community-led, social, 
technological, and business innovations (enabling 
upscaling and replicability of Smart Solutions) in 
diverse rural contexts.

2. Delivering smart solutions customized to meet the 
specific needs of rural communities. All these digital 
solutions will be easily accessible through an 
interactive (Metasearch) platform, not only for our 
project partners but also for a wider community 
across Europe integrating Smart Solutions & offering 
matchmaking capabilities. 

3. Good practice abstracts are provided. 

4. Implementation of eight unique digital Smart 
Solutions under five distinct domains and through an 
Open Call.

Futural in a nutshell
5.Capacity building & Development and digital
portfolio (Learning journey)

The EU-RIF Platform is an inclusive platform dedicated to
enhancing stakeholder engagement across Europe. The
platform serves as a hub for knowledge and technology
transfer, enabling the exchange of expertise and ideas at
all levels. Three RIF-events (Rural Innovation Forums) are
organized.

6.Generating policy recommendations and
governance frameworks that promote sustainable and
inclusive development in rural areas: Policy toolkit for
the adoption of smart solutions for smart rural
communities to support policy makers through the policy
cycle.

7.Networking and synergies: Establish synergies with
rural innovator and CAP networks, smart villages,
organisations, and other projects to enhance relations
and knowledge exchange.
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Capacity Building & Development
Learning Objectives Learning Outcomes

WHICH DIGITAL IN 
RURAL AREAS?

showing the potential 
to act for change

• Outline the potential of Smart Solutions applications, the
added value, benefits and risks of digitalization in rural areas
to ensure awareness, engagement and participation

• Define how digital technologies in rural areas might drive
sustainable development

Increase:
• understanding of the potential digital applications in rural areas 

contexts, with the related value added, benefits and risks;
• engagement and participation in activities and/or programs 

dealing with digital applications in rural areas contexts;
• understanding of the potential of digitalization to drive towards a 

transformative, sustainable change;

HOW DIGITAL IN 
RURAL AREAS?

strengthening the 
capacity

Provide and update:
• basic digital knowledge and skills for communities 
• digital skills and competences for businesses
• digital skills and competences for public administrations 

Increase – for successful use SS´s and Digital Technologies -
• understanding of basic digital concepts, tools and applications and 

acquisition of basic digital skills for citizens
• improved understanding of digital concepts, tools and 

applications for businesses and public administrations 
• ability to discover, interpret and use digital applications in 

businesses and public administrations

SHARING DIGITAL 
IN RURAL AREAS

enabling rural 
citizens: networking, 

access and 
inclusiveness

Promote :
• opportunities for scaling out regional/local best practices, 

by favouring exchanges
• the access and deployment of adequate resources for the 

continuous generation and update of basic digital 
competences in rural areas;

• paying specific attention to the digital inclusion of low-skilled 
and vulnerable groups

• Awareness and increased understanding of regional/local best 
practices and of methods to scale out and networking with these; 

• Increased understanding of the available resources useful to 
acquire and update basic digital competences in rural areas;

• Increased the understanding of a) factors that might prevent the 
inclusion of low-skilled and vulnerable groups; b) concepts, tools, 
policies that might improve the inclusion low- skilled and vulnerable 
groups



EU-RIF

FUTURAL organises three Rural

Innovation Forum (RIF) events

where the digital learning journey of 

the Multiactor Pilots (MAP´s) is 

evaluated and policy & governance

suggestions are formulated.

PREPARE has an important role in 

the planning, implementation and 

evaluation of the RIF events –

especially on the digital journey

(Portfolio) and the Smart Solution

policy work. 



Smart Solutions
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FUTURAL Metasearch Platform

Metasearch Platform
A One-stop-shop platform for digital SS

FUTURAL  Smart Solutions

SS developed through 
the Open Call

Existing SS from other 
projects
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