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01. FUTURAL Open Call Overview

DATES

Launch Date
June 28th, 2024

Open for submissions till
September 30th, 2024,
at 17:00 CET

I

PROJECTS
TO FUND

> 10 projects
> 2-4 partners

=,

FUNDS

1.2 million
in total

€60,000 - €120,000
per project

€30,000 - €60,000
per partner

O
DURATION
OF PROJECTS

12-month
=» implementation period,
into 3 phases:

1. Design (4M)
2. Development (5M)
3. Validation (3M)

futural-project.eu
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02. FUTURAL Open Call - Who can apply

Call open to legal entities eligible for HE funding % 9

Applicants need to submit their proposals as consortia:
» 2 -4Partners

» >1 (at least one) Technical Party
(e.g. SMEs, Startups, Research Organisations)

» > 1 (at least one) Rural Community

A technical party must have the capability
to develop technologies, tools,
methodologies, and other relevant solutions
that empower rural communities and
address the project's objectives.

(e.g., Municipalities, Regional Authorities, Development Agencies,

LY one proposal

Smart Solutions within the 5 FUTURAL domains

New SS must be applied in rural areas, different
from those covered by existing MAPs

New SS different from the eight (8) existing SS developed
within FUTURAL

NGOs etc.) Each party participates in ON
@ Focus on:
P
D) Rural communities are generally understood 2
as entities that represent, support, or engage >
with rural populations. This includes
organizations that contribute to the social, >
cultural, or economic development of rural
areas. ) >

/
futural-project.eu

the added value/ benefits it can bring to European rural areas.
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03. Project Expectations - The 5 FUTURAL project
domains

I New SS must be within the 5 FUTURAL Domains

Circular

. Citizen
Bioeconomy,

Climate

Lifelong

Biodiversity & Adaptation :{:ZIPI\I::I(C: :(ngzgfi:nent Education

Ecosystem & Mitigation . y & Training
of Life

Management
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03. Project Expectations - The 6 FUTURAL project MAPs

! New SS to be applied in other rural areas
(in at least ten European rural areas other

LITHUANIA

than the areas covered by the
six MAP areas) ’

BELGIUM

AUSTRIA

BELGIUM: Westhoek (Flanders) ROMANIA
SPAIN: Durangaldea
AUSTRIA:

LITHUANIA:  Jonava
ROMANIA: Birda
GREECE: Kythira

ok whN =
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03. Project Expectations - The 8 SS developed by the
FUTURAL project

Circular
Bioeconomy,
Biodiversity &
Ecosystem
Management

1. Online Circular
Bioeconomy Platform

2. Digital biodiversity
status assessment tool

I New SS must be different from the eight SS developed by FUTURAL partners

futural-project.eu

C: Climate
Adaptation
& Mitigation

3. Online Platform for
delivery of hydrological
models

Westhoek (Flanders),
Belgium

Birda, Romania

Resilience
to Shocks

4. Online Crowdsensing
Platform to monitor,
assess, and visualise the
structural health of
bridges, road networks,
and buildings. It will also
map old rural buildings
that are in danger or
underutilised
Durangaldea, Spain
Kythira, Greece
Pongau, Austria

Citizen
Engagement
& Quality
of Life

5. Online Platform for rural citizen
engagement in eGovernment plans
& policy co-creation

Jonava, Lithuania

6. Online platform to assess
accessibility to infrastructural,
health, and social services.
Westhoek (Flanders), Belgium

7. Online platform for reporting
hiking trail issues for timely
maintenance & conservation
Kythira, Greece
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Lifelong
Education
& Training

8. Online platform
delivering open
courses

Birda, Romania
Kythira, Greece
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03. Project Expectations -
New SS Expected Scientific & Technological Excellence

e Applicants must develop a) a digital solution that can
seamlessly be incorporated into FUTURAL and contribute
to its growth and expansion and b) an inclusive and
collaborative business model aiming to increase the
uptake of the SS

e Proposed solutions must demonstrate their innovative
character at a high level of scientific and technological
excellence. OC Smart Solutions are expected to start at
TRL4 and reach TRL7 by the end of the project, while
business models are expected to start at BRL4 and reach
BRL7*.

ACTUAL SYSTEM PROVEN IN OPERATIONAL ENVIRONMENT

— SYSTEM COMPLETE AND QUALIFIED

. SYSTEM PROTOTYPE DEMONSTRATION IN
7 OPERATIONAL ENVIRONMENT

B_ TECHNOLOGY DEMONSTRATED IN RELEVANT ENVIRONMENT
B— TECHNOLOGY VALIDATED IN RELEVANT ENVIRONMENT
n— TECHNOLOGY VALIDATED IN LAB

EXPERIMENTAL PROOF OF CONCEPT

_

o

futural-project.eu PREPARE Webinar info day | Online| 23/08/2024

TECHNOLOGY CONCEPT FORMULATED

RESEACH DEVELOPMENT DEPLOYMENT

**BRL 7 - Business conceptualization: (0-3), Business
testing: (4-5) & Business deployment: (6-9)

BASIC PRINCIPLES OBSERVED
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03. Project Expectations -
Expectations of the new SS Business Model

- State-of-play overview, including key traditional and emerging Business
Models (BM) in markets relevant to the proposed SS.

- Develop at least one new BM per SS, meeting a) location-specific requirements
and the diverse needs of different population groups, b) replicability
requirements tailored to user needs while taking into  consideration technical,
economic, environmental, and social aspects.

- Validation of the new business models with feedback from the stakeholders
involved in the respective rural communities.

futural-project.eu PREPARE Webinar info day | Online| 23/08/2024



o
% FUTURAL

03. Project Expectations

CREATE C°8'(CTRE§’_’;TE DESIGN CONTRIBUTE  DEMONSTRATE

>

new SS

a digital SS
within the 5
domains,
different from

a sustainable to Metasearch the Smart

business model Platform with Solution at final

. acceptance
the eight (8) 55 through a and exploitation the new EU-RIF in M45
developed by : - .
multi-actor strategy, in line developed SSin

the FUTURAL
FEB 2027

project &
beyond the
existing
FUTURAL
MAPs

IS AN AN AN
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04. FUTURAL Road Map & Timeline

e N

(+)

"~

OPEN CALL CHECK FOR EVALUATIONS BY CONTRACTING IMPLEMENTATION
SUBMISSIONS ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA° EXTERNAL EVALUATOR - MONITORING
28 JUN 24 1 OCT 24 1 NOV 24 1JAN 25 1JUN 25
- 30 SEPT 24 -31 OCT 24 -31 DEC24 - 31 MAY 25 - 31 MAY ‘26

futural-project.eu PREPARE Webinar info day | Online| 23/08/2024 11
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05. Open Call Hub

) OPEN CALL HUB

An online application will be used as a tool to:
» Select external evaluators.

» Collect the applications submitted by the Open Call
participants.

-» Have the applications reviewed and marked by the
evaluators.

» Create the rank list that determines the applications to
be funded within the Open Call.

» Communicate transparently with all applicants and
reviewers.

futural-project.eu

Seloct Fles

@ | sccept sll terms and conditions definied in Guide for Applicans and | give
- jom 1o collect my 1 d
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Submission pathway

y

Check all Open Call documents and timeline

y

Register /create an account page on the https://opencallhub.eu/. This will be the central

interface for managing the proposal applications for the remainder of the Open Call.
Check the specific eligibility criteria

Prepare the application, fill in all the necessary information

Submit the application on time!

2K ZIE T %

Once the Open Call is closed, eligibility check of your application will be performed and
further processed

futural-project.eu PREPARE Webinar info day | Online| 23/08/2024
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06. Proposal Evaluation by External Evaluators

—— Experienced in:

Open call for - Technical and/or business expertise related to the topics of
evaluators the call . . : . :
(closed on July - Knowledge surrounding Circular 3|peconomy, B|0d|vgr5|ty
31st, 2024) and Ecosystem Management, Resilience to Shocks, Citizen

‘ Engagement and Quality of Life, Lifelong Education and
Training, and Climate Adaptation and Mitigation

Two (2) external —— Evaluator should not work for an organisation:
evaluators will be
assigned to each proposal

- That aims to apply for the FUTURAL Open Call
- Participating in the FUTURAL consortium

futural-project.eu PREPARE Webinar info day | Online| 23/08/2024
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06. Proposal Evaluation - Eligibility Criteria

2 2

\

\
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Open to all legal entities in countries eligible for Horizon Europe funding.
Apply as a consortium of 2-4 partners.

At least 1 technical party and at least 1 rural community.

All partners must have a valid VAT number, be active and operational.
Partners can participate in only one consortium and in only one proposal.

Existing consortium members of FUTURAL project and their affiliated entities are
not eligible.

Alignment with the FUTURAL Open Call requirements (Proposed solutions fall within
one of the five domains)

Proposed work to be carried out after the selection process.

Proposal submission done timely and following the requested procedure.

15
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06. Proposal Evaluation - Award Criteria

The evaluators will have to evaluate each proposal under the specific evaluation criteria.

Concept and Feasibility
[Scoring 1-5; min 3]
Proposed solutions must
align with the Call
objectives.

v All award criteria have
the same weight.

futural-project.eu

Technology Readiness and Impact & Exploitation Organisational Capacity
Innovation Development [Scoring 1-5; min 3] and Sufficiency in the
[Scoring 1-5; min 3] Applicants must define a team'’s background
Projects must demonstrate precise set of deliverables [Scoring 1-5; min 3]
the maturity of the proposed connected to these Applicants must provide
solution. objectives. team's background
o0—o0 o—o0 o—o0

v Each criterion can take a score from

1 to 5 with a threshold of minimum

3 points in each category

PREPARE Webinar info day | Online| 23/08/2024

v A minimum of 12 points in total.
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06. Proposal Evaluation - Award Criteria

» In case the difference in scores between evaluators is significant
(>5) a consensus meeting between the two evaluators will be held
to seek adjustments.

» In case the consensus meeting is unsuccessful, an online
interview of the applicant by the external evaluators (a third
external evaluator) will be conducted.

futural-project.eu PREPARE Webinar info day | Online| 23/08/2024
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06. Proposal Evaluation - Award Criteria

Important - If two or more proposals refer to the same rural area or the same SS
Note category, the one with the higher score will be selected whereas the
next proposal in the ranking list will be considered provided that it
comes from another rural area, and/or concerns another SS and that it

is above threshold.

- The proposals with the highest score (considering the above rule) will
be qualified. The aim is to have at least ten (10) different smart
solutions representing at least ten (10) distinct EU rural areas. e.g., if
we have three proposals within the same rural area ranked as follows:
first from rural area X, second from rural area X and third from rural
area Z, the first and third proposals will be selected.

futural-project.eu PREPARE Webinar info day | Online| 23/08/2024
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07. Implementation & Payments

Selected projects will be launched in June 2025 having an implementation timeframe of 12
months (until May 2026), divided into 3 phases:

PHASE 1 (4M) PHASE 2 (5M) PHASE 3 (3M)

Design Development Validation
[Deliverable: [Deliverable: [Deliverable: Report on market
Activity plan] Digital smart solution or community associated

demonstration] activities].

Jun 2025 - Sept 2025

Oct 2025 - Feb 2026 Mar 2026 - May 2026
Payment of 20% of the total

fund Payment of 50% of the total fund Payment of the final 30% of
the total fund

! No pre-financing is foreseen!!

futural-project.eu PREPARE Webinar info day | Online| 23/08/2024 19
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07. Other Implementation Requirements

- In all selected projects, payments are deliverable based, meaning that the sub-grantees
have to deliver a specific report after the end of each phase in order to receive the
payment (no pre-financing is foreseen)

- A minimum 7% of the funding will be allocated to the deployment of dissemination
activities such as organisation of info days, workshops and informal events to promote
the FUTURAL results.

- The SS will be showcased at the final EU-RIF event in M45 (February 2027) by the OC
projects representatives.

- The selected Subgrantees are indirect beneficiaries of European Commission funding. As
such, they are responsible for the proper use of the funding and ensure that they comply
with the obligations set out in HE specific requirements as described in the “Resilient,
inclusive, healthy & green rural, coastal and urban communities (HORIZON -CL6-2022-
COMMUNITIES -02- two-stage).

futural-project.eu PREPARE Webinar info day | Online| 23/08/2024
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Other key points

> Interested Applicants should visit FUTURAL website (https://futural-
project.eu/futural-open-call/) for any updates and the FAQ section available in

the Open Call Hub platform https://opencallhub.eu/.
-» Questions can be submitted until September 28th, 2024 at 17:00 CET (48 hours
prior to the deadline) through email to the FUTURAL support team at

futural@opencallhub.eu or through the FAQ section of the Open Call Hub
platform.

-» Please note that all documents of the Open Call kit must be read carefully
before the submission of an application. By applying to FUTURAL Open Call
consortia automatically accept the terms and conditions of the Open Call as
described in the Open Call Kit.

futural-project.eu PREPARE Webinar info day | Online| 23/08/2024
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Q&A and Discussion

Questions?

Clarifications?

Thoughts?

futural-project.eu PREPARE Webinar info day | Online| 23/08/2024
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Natassa Koufaki | reframe.food
nkoufaki@reframe.food

Good Luck to all Applicants!
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